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Britny Brown, PharmD  
is a Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of Rhode Island and Board Certified Oncology 
Pharmacist who practices at Women & Infants Hospital in Providence, Rhode Island. Britny received 
her Doctorate of Pharmacy degree from the University of Rhode Island and thereafter completed 
postgraduate residency training in Oncology Pharmacy at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. Britny 
works as an Oncology Pharmacist and is a member of the Palliative Care Team at Women & Infants 
Hospital. She co-coordinates the oncology curriculum for third professional year pharmacy students 
and teaches in a graduate-level course on palliative care. Her research interests include symptom 
management and alternative delivery of oral anticancer therapies. 
 

 

Mary V. Cabral, MSN, APRN- CNP, CWOCN-AP 
Mary V. Cabral is a Family Nurse Practitioner working at the Miriam Hospital in Providence, Rhode 
Island where she spearheaded the creation of the Ostomy Center providing pre-operative 
education and counseling, post-operative intervention in assessment and treatment of wounds and 
ostomy care. 
She graduated in 1972 with a Diploma in Nursing from Rhode Island Hospital. In 1978 she received 
her Baccalaureate degree in Nursing from Rhode Island College and earned her Master degree in 
Nursing in 2003 from the University of Rhode Island. 
She is Board Certified as an advanced practice Wound Ostomy Continence Nurse (WOCN), by the 
Wound Ostomy Continence Nurses Certification Board serving on the Advanced Practice 
Certification Committee. She has been an active member of the Wound, Ostomy, Continence 
Nurses Society for the past 26 years as well as the New England Region WOCN and is a member of 
the Education Committee. 
Mary has had a diverse career including specialty practice in the acute care, outpatient and home 
care settings as well as home palliative hospice intervention. 
She resides with her husband in Bristol, Rhode Island, has 3 children and 6 granddaughters. 
 

 

Maggie Charpentier, PharmD, BCPS 
Maggie Charpentier is a practicing pharmacist, and clinical professor. She has practiced as a 
pharmacist since 1987, working in hospital pharmacy practice, oncology research, managed care, 
community outreach and community pharmacy prior to joining the University of Rhode Island 
College of Pharmacy. At URI, Maggie coordinates the oncology core for pharmacy students in their 
5th year of the program., 
Maggie received her BS and PharmD degrees from University of Rhode Island. Maggie teaches in 
clinical courses, participates in interdisciplinary rounds in the hospital setting and continues to 
volunteer in medical brigades in Guatemala.   
Maggie has published and presented on oncology supportive care, oral chemotherapy agents safety 
and counseling, and provides presentations to pharmacy students on other medicine topics 
including diabetes, nutrition, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and constipation, migraines.    
Currently, Maggie serves on the IRB Committee at Roger Williams Medical Center.   She serves in a 
number of professional organizations, holding several leadership roles over the years including 
Incoming President of RISHP, and former Chair of the Certified Diabetes Outpatient Educators, and 
served on the Medical Advisory Board for the Rhode Island Free Clinic.   Maggie participated in care 
conferences with the Hospice of Hope, and traveled to Romania with the URI/Simmons group in 
2011.  She is excited to rejoin this collaborative practice group once again. 
 

 

Susan DeSanto-Madeya, PhD, APRN-CNS, RN, FAAN  
Susan DeSanto-Madeya is the Miriam Weyker Endowed Chair for Palliative Care and an Associate 
Clinical Professor at the University of Rhode Island, College of Nursing.  In her new role, she will 
lead the Interdisciplinary Palliative Care program URI, redesigning the curriculum, teaching core 
palliative courses, and expanding her program of research. In 2016, Dr. DeSanto-Madeya was 
selected as a Cambia Foundation Sojourns Palliative Care Scholar Leader, and in 2019, she became 
a Fellow in the American Academy of Nursing.     
As a nationally recognized Palliative Care leader, scholar, and advocate, Dr. DeSanto-Madeya has 
been influential in advancing palliative care education, science, and policy.  She is passionate about 



optimizing the quality-of-life and care for persons, families, and communities living with serious 
illness.  Dr. DeSanto-Madeya is committed to providing the next generation of healthcare 
professionals with the knowledge and skills needed to deliver high-quality, goal-concordant care.  
Her research interests and current work in palliative and end-of-life care have evolved from over 20 
years of clinical experiences working with adult populations in a variety of settings from the 
intensive care unit to the community. Her work through direct patient/family care and research 
with varying populations has demonstrated that physical, psychological, social, and spiritual pain, 
distress, and suffering negatively influence patients’ and family’s quality of life and death.  
As a palliative care leader, innovator and advocate, Dr. DeSanto-Madeya has led major palliative 
care initiatives at the local, state and national level. She is active member in the Hospice and 
Palliative Nurses Association (HPNA), Massachusetts Coalition for Serious Illness, and the 
International NeuroPalliative Care Society (INPCS).  Dr. DeSanto-Madeya serves as a Board member 
for the Partners to Reduce Cancer Rhode Island and served on the Massachusetts Dept. of Public 
Health MOLST Taskforce.  She is an ELNEC Tain-the-trainer and has authored numerous papers and 
chapters related to palliative and end-of-life care, as well as presented nationally and 
internationally.    
Dr. DeSanto-Madeya received her BSN from East Stroudsburg University, her MSN and PhD from 
Widener University. 
 

 

Ginette G. Ferszt PhD, PMHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Dr. Ginette G. Ferszt is a full professor at the College of Nursing, University of Rhode Island (URI).  
She had an integral role in the development of graduate and undergraduate courses in loss, grief 
and bereavement at URI.  She has taught a wide range of courses in this specialty over the years 
including Loss Across the Lifespan, Responding to Grief and Difficult Conversations.    In her past 
clinical work as a psychiatric clinical nurse specialist, Dr. Ferszt was part of a hospital based Hospice 
Program in Philadelphia, a bereavement counselor, and a group facilitator for nurses and other 
health care professionals.  Dr. Ferszt has been part of the cross cultural educational initiative 
between Casa Sperantei in Brasov and the University of Rhode Island.   She states that it has been a 
privilege to be part of this initiative which in its early days used teleconferencing as an educational 
approach.   One of the most memorable experiences for Dr. Ferszt was her visit to Romania in 2011.   
The opportunity to make home visits with the Romanian Hospice Nurses was truly inspirational.   
Participating at the Second Romanian-American Symposium in Palliative Care, sponsored by 
Hospice Casa Sperantei in Brasov, Romania from June 16-18 in 2011 was indeed an honor.  Dr. 
Ferszt embraces the opportunity to continue her collaboration with these amazing nurses and 
other health care providers to continue improving palliative care to people across the world. 
 

 

Diane Gerzevitz RN. MSN. FNP. 
Faculty Emeritus University Of Rhode Island, Board member Hospices of Hope USA 
I have been involved with the Hospices of Hope in Romania since 2003 when I was invited to join 
the Board and take an Insight Tour to see the work of the organization firsthand. That first 
experience clarified in my mind’s eye as to the type of contribution I might be able to make to the 
Hospices. As a longtime educator with a specialty in Palliative Care it seemed fitting that I could 
contribute by facilitating educational experiences for Nurses at Casa Sperantei in Brasov and 
nursing students both in Romania and here at the University of Rhode Island. Through onsite 
symposia, accompanying nurses on home visits, teleconferencing and facilitating further education 
via linkages with ELNEC (End of Life Nursing Education Consortium) and Sigma Theta Tau Nursing 
Honor Society many nurses have completed advanced education and are known as the experts in 
End of Life and Palliative Care in Eastern Europe and have been invited presenters and received 
honors at prestigious conferences. Educational competencies are essential. The Hospice Casa 
Sperantei nurses and other health care workers in Brasov demonstrate a deep desire to learn and 
grow in Palliative Care and relieve the multidimensional sufferings of their patients. I am privileged 
to be part of this dedicated team of colleagues. 
 

 

Dr. Nicoleta Mitrea, APRN, PhD  
is actively involved in organising, supervising and teaching the subjects in Palliative Care (PC) at all 
three levels of education for nurses: undergraduate, advanced and specialized. She started her 
nursing career at a very young age in the pediatric hospital. December 1998 marked her beginning 
of an unexpected career in Palliative Nursing, when she joined the Hospice “Casa Sperantei” (HCS) 
as a home care nurse. Her knowledge, abilities and revolutionary style has been increasingly 
polished and appreciated. Currently Nicoleta leads the education and clinical practice of PC nurses 



in HCS, other PC services around the country and in several Eastern European countries and is 
coordinating the national specialization program in PC for nurses. Nicoleta had graduated the 
Master Program in PC in 2012 and the Medical Doctoral Studies in November 2017. Since 2020 she 
is a senior lecturer at the University of Transylvania from Brasov, Faculty of Medicine – Nursing 
division. She never stopped caring for patients and is currently performing her clinical duties in the 
HCS lymphedema ambulatory service. Since 2016, she is running in marathons to fund raise for free 
of charge care delivered by HCS to patients (children and adults) and their families. 
 

 

Liliana Rogozea, MD, PhD 
is a professor at Transilvania University of Brasov and senior specialist in Public Health; The PhD 
was conduct in Pharmacognosy. Her teaching and research fields are: counselling in ethics, health 
promotion, and human behaviour. She has expertise in curriculum development, design of research 
methods in international project activities (e.g. Tempus, Leonardo da Vinci, ERASMUS +, MATRA 
and trainer for registered nurse).  She is author and co-author of 29 books, including two chapters 
published in foreign publication; she communicate more than 260 article and published more than 
200 article, 110 are indexed in Web of science. She has several publications abroad as well.  She is a 
member of international Society of Biometrics, International Society of Clinical Biostatistics, and 
member of Association of International Society of History of medicine, member of Association of 
Nursing University College and vice-president of National Society of History of Medicine. She is 
editor coordinator of 1 medical journal (Jurnal Medical Brașovean), member in editorial board of 
another 3 (American Journal of Therapeutics, International Journal of Advanced Robotic Systems. 
She is vice-rector for public relation and expert member in medical board of Quality Assurance 
Agency for Higher Education in Romania. 
 

 

Julie V. Steller, DNP, FNPC, ACHPN  
is known by colleagues nationally and internationally as a scholar dedicated to building 
partnerships that advance the nursing profession.  As a scholar during her academic career she has 
many publications related to Palliative Care Advanced Practice and Collaborations in the last two 
and a half decades, she has established primary care clinics for uninsured families and socially 
disparate populations.  Dr. Steller has contributed to clinical guidelines and scope of practice 
parameters for palliative nurse practitioners. Her research focus is aimed to defining Dignity at the 
End of life in several countries and cultures. She completed her doctoral research, conducted in 
Romania, identifying the roles of family in the iterative process at End of Life. Dr. Steller has 
presented her research at The International Congress of Nursing Science, ICN Advanced Practice 
Conferences, Sigma Theta Tau International Nursing Conferences and ENRS Annual Scientific 
Sessions. 
In 2012, she launched the Palliative Care Consulting service at BWFH, a strong presence in the 
hospital community, where she has an active inpatient practice. She provides consultation as a 
Palliative Care Specialist at Tufts Health Plan, fostering community based Palliative Care for high 
risk seniors. She served on the Faculty at Simmons College for 16 years, teaching across programs 
and was the Director of both the Online FNP Program and the online DNP program. Currently 
teaching Palliative Care Research at the University of Maryland in Baltimore. She serves on The 
Ethics Committee at BWFH and the Partners wide Palliative Care Consortium.  
One of the most valuable aspects of her career has been her dedication and ability to embrace and 
expect quality health care delivery in palliative care, focusing on dignity at the end of life.  Dr. 
Steller is an editor for the Journal of the Journal of HPNA, Journal of Transcultural Nursing and 
others. She serves on the BOD for Boston Chapter of HPNA and has expanded the network of local 
palliative care interdisciplinary teams, opening avenues for collaboration and ideas to increase 
education and visibility of palliative care nursing practice.  
Outside of her professional world, I enjoy spending time with my family, reading, my dogs and 
horseback riding. 
 

 

Patricia White, PhD, ANP-BC, FAANP 
Patricia White is a nurse practitioner and educator whose nursing career spans almost 45 years. She 
has practiced as a nurse since 1976 and as a nurse practitioner since 1982 caring for adults of all 
ages in primary care and for homebound patients and those in long term care and rehabilitation 
settings. She has educated many nurse practitioners in her career with a 30 years history of 
teaching at Simmons College where she directed the DNP program for four years and served as Co- 
coordinator of the Adult and Geriatric NP programs for 25 years.  



She received her BS and MS degrees at Boston College and obtained a PhD in nursing from 
University of Rhode Island. Patricia is currently an Associate Professor at University of 
Massachusetts Medical School, Graduate Nursing Department where she is a faculty member in the 
DNP program. She teaches in clinical courses as well as in the DNP project development courses, 
Leadership and courses in the Post MS DNP program.  
She has published and presented on many topics including ethics, best practices in teaching of 
accelerated students, and end of life issues affecting patients and families. In addition, she and her 
collaborator Dr.  Wendy Wright work on quality improvement projects to improve patient 
outcomes in a Nurse Practitioner owned practice and have published and presented the results of 
these efforts.  
Currently, she serves on the Ethics committees at Harbor Health in Dorchester for their Elder 
Service Plan as well as at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston. She serves in a number of 
professional organizations and looks forward to rejoining the palliative care collaborative with her 
colleagues in Romania. 

 


